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Bold face type indicates optional congregational responses. 

* Indicates please rise in body and/or spirit 

 

Wrestling the Spirits: Cursing Plants 
 

Gathering 
 

Welcome & Greetings  

 

As you gather for worship today, you are invited to draw a picture 

of a tree using the paper and drawing materials provided. Please 

talk with those around you about your tree drawing as you wait for 

worship to begin. 

 

Call to Worship 

 

*Hymn “God Reigns O’er All the Earth” (Hymnal #21) 

 

God reigns o’er all the earth 

Green hills and valleys low 

The farms and towns in golden browns 

God’s grace and beauty show 

God reigns o’er all the earth 

Stone banks and spreading plains 

In rainbow hues - reds, yellows, blues 

Of streams and country lanes 



 

 

 

 

 

God reigns o’er human life!  

Through youth and aging years, 

in death, in birth, in grief, in mirth, 

in all our hopes and fears. 

God reigns o’er human life! 

Our inspiration still. 

Through all our schemes, in all our dreams, 

We see God’s reigning will. 

 

God reigns o’er time and space 

In history’s bygone days 

Christ’s faithful folk in reverence spoke 

To bring God earnest praise 

God reigns o’er time and space 

O’er galaxy and sun 

Through timeless years the cosmos hears 

The heavenly music run 

 

God reigns! Emmanuel! 

God with us every day, 

In all our past and to the last, 

Our comfort and our stay. 

God reigns! Emmanuel! 

Let praise to Christ be sung! 

God’s presence here makes all things dear. 

Let joyful bells be rung! 

 

Confessing 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

 

Holy and gracious God, you call us into places of growth so that 

we may offer the gifts of ourselves and our service to you. We 

confess we shrink back from these spaces of growth. We know 

growing means change, and we find that painful and scary. We 

prefer to live in our self-created worlds of imagined perfection 



 

 

 

 

 

instead of claiming the difficult, but life-giving, place in your 

kingdom. Forgive us when our fears keep us from growing into 

who you’ve made us to be. Break open our old ways of life, and 

help us shed our shells so we may become stronger people and 

more faithful followers. Amen. 

 

Musical Response (unison, singing) 

 
 

Words of Assurance (responsively) 

 

People of God, the good news is that God’s grace and forgiveness 

are always granted when we ask for them. The Holy One constantly 

wants us to receive and embrace the new life of God’s realm.  

We are forgiven. We are given life. Thanks be to God! 

Amen. 

 

Listening 
 

Introduction to the Scripture Reading 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading    Matthew 21:18-22 (CEB) 
 

18 Early in the morning as Jesus was returning to the city, he was 

hungry. 19 He saw a fig tree along the road, but when he came to it, 

he found nothing except leaves. Then he said to it, “You’ll never 

again bear fruit!” The fig tree dried up at once. 

 
20 When the disciples saw it, they were amazed. “How did the fig 

tree dry up so fast?” they asked. 

 
21 Jesus responded, “I assure you that if you have faith and don’t 

doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree. You will 

even say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the lake.’ 

And it will happen. 22 If you have faith, you will receive whatever 

you pray for.” 

 

Meditation  “The Tree” 

 

*Song     “There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do” 

 

Just one word 

You calm the storm that surrounds me 

Just one word 

The darkness has to retreat 

Just one touch 

I feel the presence of heaven 

Just one touch 

My eyes were opened to see 

My heart can't help but believe 

 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

There's not a mountain that He can't move 

Oh praise the name that makes a way 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Just one word 

You heal what's broken inside me 

Just one word 

And you revive every dream 

Just one touch 

I feel the power of heaven 

Just one touch 

My eyes were opened to see 

My heart can't help but believe 

 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

There's not a mountain that He can't move 

Oh praise the name that makes a way 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

There's not a prison wall He can't break through 

Oh praise the name that makes a way 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

 

I will believe 

For greater things 

There's no power like the power of Jesus 

Let faith arise 

Let all agree 

There’s no power like the power of Jesus 

(Repeat) 

 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

There's not a mountain that He can't move 

Oh praise the name that makes a way 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

There's not a prison wall He can't break through 



 

 

 

 

 

Oh praise the name that makes a way 

There's nothing that our God can't do 

 

Children’s Moment 

 

Meditation 

 

Intercessory Prayers/The Lord’s Prayer (responsively) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.                                                         

 

Sending 
 

*Hymn “There Are Some Things I May Not Know  

                             (Yes, God is Real)” – Hymnal #405 

 

There are some things 

I may not know 

There are some places I can't go 

But I am sure 

Of this one thing 

That God is real 

For I can feel God deep within 

 

Chorus: 

Yes, God is real 

Real in my soul 

Yes, God is real 

For God has washed 

And made me whole 

God’s love for me 

Is like pure gold 



 

 

 

 

 

Yes, God is real 

For I can feel 

God in my soul 

 

Some folks may doubt 

Some folks may scorn 

All can desert and leave me alone 

But as for me 

I'll take God's part 

For God is real and I can feel 

God in my heart 

[Chorus] 

 

I cannot tell 

Just how you felt 

When Jesus 

Took all your sins away 

But since that day 

Yes, since that hour 

God has been real 

For I can feel 

His holy power 

[Chorus] 

 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Copyright Information for Today’s Service: 

 

“God Reigns O’er All the Earth” – Words: Jane Parker Huber; Music: 

Traditional English melody (author unknown) 

 

“There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do” – by Brandon Lake, Jonathan 

Smith, Kristian Stanfill 

 



 

 

 

 

 

“There Are Some Things I May Not Know (Yes, God is Real)” – by 

Kenneth Morris 

 

 

All songs used by permission under CCLI License # 3206692 and 

Steaming License # 20244098 For use solely with the SongSelect Terms 

of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 

“The Tree” is used by permission and adapted from Stages on the Way 

Copyright © 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community. GIA 

Publication, Inc., exclusive North American Distributor. The rest of the 

liturgy was written by the Rev. Rebecca Hoover. 

 

Scripture quotations from the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011 

by Common English Bible. 

 

 
**************************************************************** 

Welcome to worship with One UCC! We’re glad to share 

this time of prayer and praise together! 

 
Please check our website (www.oneucc.org), weekly email news, 

and Facebook page for updates to our ministry. The contact 

information for the church is found on the front cover of the bulletin. 

Videos of our church life together and Sunday worship can be found 

on One UCC’s YouTube channel: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHUua_X9q0AuoI1gEn7vah

Q?view_as=subscriber 

 

Please note the church office hours are changing due to staffing. 

While the office is checked regularly, we do not have set hours 

right now outside of our pastoral staff’s office hours. Pastor 

Becky has office hours only on Sundays 9am-noon. Nancy 

McNabb has office hours on Tuesdays from 9:30am-12:30pm. 

Please call before you stop by to make sure no one’s schedule has 

changed. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.commonenglishbible.com/
http://www.oneucc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHUua_X9q0AuoI1gEn7vahQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHUua_X9q0AuoI1gEn7vahQ?view_as=subscriber


 

 

 

 

 

In case you need the contact information: 
 

• We are on Facebook and search for One United Church of 

Christ! Like our page! 

• Pastor Becky’s Contact Info:  

610-621-2891, home phone 

301-471-3185, cell phone/texting 

revrjph@outlook.com  

 

The fastest way to reach Pastor Becky is by texting her cell phone.  

 

 

Please keep in your prayers the following people and situations: 

Gavin Baker, Gene Bare, Parker Burkert, Randy Bond, Colleen, 

Catherine Conkey, the Conrad Family, Margaret D’Amico, Dan, 

Lois Flamm, Clarabel Fosnocht, Frankie, Jim Geiger, Catherine 

Good,  Adam Griffin, Vicky Hatzas, Judy Hertzog and family, Joy 

Himmelmann, Brenda Hoffer, Nate Hosler, Matthew Hoyer, Grace 

Kauffman, Julie, Kevin & Nancy, Cheryl Kohl, Spencer Kohl, Josh 

Knarr, Larry, Kenneth Lausch, Susana Matthews, Sissy McCaffery, 

Becky Miller, Gloria Miller, Brittany Nelson, David O’Planick, 

Laura Perry, Sally Pierson, Betty Reinoehl, Nancy Ritter, Ray 

Saylor and family, Bobbilyn and Robert Schadler, Diane Smith, 

Caitlyn Sine, Terry and Faith Sinsich, Sam Snyder, Stephanie 

Sowers, Steve Szajek, Zach, those with addictions and those who 

love them, and our U.S. military personnel 

 

9 Things You Need to Know This Week at One UCC 

1. Looking for ways to get more involved with church? The 

Worship Ministry team is meeting after worship today. The 

Mission Ministry team is meeting on Wednesday, March 

22nd at 5:45pm. Anyone is invited to attend either (or both) 

mailto:revrjph@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

meetings and get more involved with our outreach to the 

community! 

2. If you took a bag of eggs to fill please return the filled eggs 

no later than March 26th. Monetary donations are needed 

to offset the cost of prices. Please see Judy Spencer if you 

wish to contribute. Help is needed the day of the egg hunt. 

See Judy Spencer if you can help. The Egg Hunt is 

Saturday, April 1st at 2pm, rain or shine. Ages 0-12 years 

are welcome to participate. 

3. Online giving is here!!! See the information later in the 

bulletin for full details. If you would like to give online either 

a one-time gift or a recurring donation, please click here: 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/oneucc 

4. Lenten Soup Lunches return for 2023! This year we will 

do an abbreviated version of our soup lunches. The next 

Soup Lunch will be on Palm Sunday, April 2. Plan to join us 

for good homemade soup and fellowship. 

5. Spring candy sales are ongoing! If you would like to place 

an order, please complete an order form at church or 

download and send in the digital form from  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/155TXWS7kJDkSDNEFCI

9V_lumJcO8xW9D/view?usp=sharing. All orders are due 

by Friday, March 24th at noon. 

6. If you would like to become a candy maker, any and all 

help is greatly appreciated. Training will be provided if 

you’ve never helped with candy making before. If you would 

like to volunteer, please come to church any Monday or 

Tuesday in March between 7am-noon. 

7. One UCC is looking at the possibility of hosting a “Free 

Market” community event on Saturday, May 20th. This 

event is just in the planning and dreaming stages. We’re 

envisioning something like a flea market except everything 

is free. This would be a great way to get rid of usable items 

you have around your house and don’t know what to do with 

OR if you’re looking for an item come and peruse what 

people bring. We’re also exploring having food trucks come 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/oneucc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/155TXWS7kJDkSDNEFCI9V_lumJcO8xW9D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/155TXWS7kJDkSDNEFCI9V_lumJcO8xW9D/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

and some activities for kids. This would be a great way to 

bring the community together and meet more of our 

neighbors! If you are interested in helping on May 20th with 

organization or parking, please see Pastor Becky. 

8. The Little Food Pantry is getting good use in front of the 

church! Any donations you can make are greatly 

appreciated. 

9. Sticky notes are in the sanctuary for you to share some 

thoughts, words, or drawings about what the cross means to 

you. Please complete a sticky note and leave it on the altar 

after worship. Your reflections on the cross will be shared 

anonymously (unless you specific otherwise) during our 

Good Friday worship service. 

 

 

**Even as we end the winter season, please remember if you are 

sick or feeling unwell, we kindly ask you to worship from home. 

Our services continue to be livestreamed and available on our 

YouTube Channel. 

 

 

**We’re so excited to tell you we have a new giving platform, 

easyTithe! You are crucial in helping us launch. If you would like 

to set up a gift on the new platform so you can become familiar with 

it and help our donors as we move forward, please use this link: 

 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/oneucc 

 

You can set up an account or make a contribution without setting up 

an account. (If you think you would like to regularly give to One 

UCC online, you might wish to set up an account.) Right now when 

you make a donation online, it goes into the “General Budget” fund, 

which would be similar to making a general offering physically at 

church. 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.easytithe.com%2Fapp%2Fgiving%2Foneucc&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd30e26f58e1d4905880c08db19122f67%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638131338114351233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hKsPT3zb6zjLk6x6IIQ7WsArjZIKgSXEH8D8y%2BMbEz0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

We are still testing easyTithe, and so any feedback you have is most 

appreciated. If online giving is not your thing, that’s perfectly fine. 

One UCC will continue to receive your financial contributions as we 

always have.  

 

**Want to sing in choir, or be in the bell choir? Or want to try it 

to see if you enjoy it? No commitment! Simply talk to Jeff, or 

contact him via cell (610-406-1664), or email 

(jeff@simonapple.com). For now, rehearsals are as needed, not 

weekly. Choir  rehearsal is occasional, after Sunday service, for 

about 15 minutes. Bells are also occasional, typically on a 

Wednesday, for 45 minutes starting at 6:30 or 7pm. Reading music 

is not required, or necessary. It’s all very low-key, no pressure, and 

flexible to accommodate everyone’s schedule. Also, anyone who 

would like to perform special music in the service at any time, please 

contact Jeff.   

 

 

Help Both Our Church and Our Planet at the Same Time! 

 

Recycle your used printer ink cartridges through Planet Green 

Recycling! 

  

Drop off used ink cartridges at church and we will submit to  

 

“Planet Green Recycling” 

 

The church will receive funds directly from Planet Green 

Recycle, $1.00 for every cartridge (commonly used cartridges).  

 

If you choose to mail in your cartridges yourself, it is very 

important to make sure to include the church’s Organization 

Program Code so we receive credit for your cartridges. See the 

weekly church email for details about how to send in cartridges 

yourself. 

                                      Thank you so much for your support!!! 

mailto:jeff@simonapple.com


 

 

 

 

 

**During the month of March, the Mission Ministry is holding an 

umbrella drive for elementary schools in Reading. Most 

elementary students in the Reading School District walk to school, 

and so umbrellas are a constant need. If you have any spare 

umbrellas that are in good condition or any new umbrellas, 

especially child-sized, please bring them to church in March. They 

will find good homes. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 


